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In Europe and America little or nothing was known
of Li's precarious position in his own country ; every-
where he was received with almost royal honours,
the impression being general that his diplomatic
mission was the crowning honour conferred by the
Throne on China's most distinguished statesman.
Neither Li nor his astute Interpreter-Secretary,
Lo Feng-lob., did anything to disturb this opinion,
nor that which credited him with the intention of
placing large orders for armaments, railway material,
and warships. On the contrary, wherever he went
the Imperial Envoy visited dockyards and arsenals,
pricing their output with the ardour of a commercial
traveller, but placing no orders, for the good reason
that he possessed neither funds nor authority for the
purpose. But being heralded as dispenser-in-chief
of China's future favours, Li's reception in England,
France, and Germany was such as to increase the
cynicism of his Confucian soul in regard to the
alleged superiority of Western morals and manners.
Never before, as M. Cordier justly observes,1 had
Europeans displayed to the Chinese such lack of
dignity or such depravity in their fierce greed of
gain ; and the net result was to leave them out of
pocket and out of countenance.

Mr. Alexander Michie's admirable work <c The
Englishman in China " gives, within certain limits,
a very accurate and interesting analyst of Li Hung-
chang's activities during his Viceroyalty of Chihli;
but the book, though published in 1900, is curiously
silent on the subject of the grand tour abroad. This
is the more regrettable because no authentic account
has ever been forthcoming of the aged statesman's

1 " Histoire des Relations de la Chine."